5



Pauline Theology

Name
Institution
Course
Instructors’ Name
Date














Reading Paul
Michael J. Gorman is one of the respected and leading expert on Pauline theology. He has written several books that explain the works of Paul, and is likened to the works of Martin Luther. Among the books written by Gorman  is Reading Paul, in this book describes Paul’s theology and spirituality as cruciform, charismatic, communal, countercultural and new creational. In this text, these terms are explained in Gorman’s perspective and what he meant by each one of them. Cruciform is the term that will be discussed further in this writing with drawn scriptural references that back up Gorman’s perspective of the Pauline theology.
Gorman describes the life of Apostle Paul as cruciform. This term refers to the cross shaped life. A cross-shaped life is the form of that salvation takes, the spiritual life of an individual is crossed with an ongoing co-crucifixion characterized by self-giving loyal obedience to God and self-giving love to one’s neighbor. Gorman further uses the term charismatic to refer to the Christian existence. By this he meant that the Christian life should show case a spirit-filled charisma, where the character is well disciplined and in line with the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit. He further addresses that just as in Paul’s life all the Christ likeness in behavior is communal, this means that it is shared by all believers and that like a community they are defined by their charismatic character that depicts Christ. 
Another term that Gorman uses is Countercultural. He describes the Christian community to entail a small group of people who have distinctive beliefs and values that separates them from the rest of the larger community. This is solely distinguished by the values, beliefs and practices that is embedded in the lives of Christian brotherhood and sisterhood in unity of one accord. Finally, Gorman explains the concept of new creational. This is borrowed largely in the writings of Paul where he explains the rebirth of a Christian upon accept Christ and being baptized. In doing so, the old form of the individual dies upon immersion in water and is forgotten. The believer no longer lives by himself but it is Christ who lives in him thus making him a new creation. Cruciform is deeply discussed in the text below.
Cruciform is also known as the science of the cross in the works of Gorman. Cruciformity does not appear in the writings of Paul but it is a term that is used to outline the essential dimension of Paul’s experience and thoughts. This word is used to carry away the thought of a cross from just being associated with the source of salvation to a connection of the cross to the shape of their salvation. This thus means that it is the very form of a Christian life, personally and corporately as a group of believers. Gorman writes, “Cruciformity is cross-shaped existence in Christ. It is letting the cross be the shape, as well as the source, of life in Christ. It is participating in and embodying the cross.” (pg., 100). It is likened to Christ’s act of self-giving faith and love that was revealed by him becoming man by birth and death on the cross. Thus Cruciformity is a lifestyle that tells the life of Christ himself in the actions of an individual believer.
According to Paul, Cruciformity encompasses every aspect of a Christian life. By this, it means that it is the norm of life in Christ. It is the fellowship, or communion that believers consistently have with Jesus Christ, and the sharing of the mind like that of Christ and conforming to the image of the son of God. Paul writes, for those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters (Roman 8:29). He also adds in Corinthians, Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf (1 Corinthians 10:16-17). In these texts, Paul explains the oneness of believers in Christ and the sharing of the same path that Christ lead. 
This conformity into the life of Christ is not only to share in the suffering of Christ alone. It includes the narrative of conforming to his cross-shaped self-giving loyal obedience to God through faith and self-giving love to our neighbor. It therefore means that it is an ongoing lifelong co-crucifixion with Christ that gives life to those who live it and also to those who are affected by it. Cruciformity in actual sense begins at the very time of believing in Christ by faith, and being baptize. Through baptism, the old self dies as one is submerged in the water and a new-self rises, when one rises out, the very self which is in perfect cruciform with Christ.
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